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Prefixes

ILOs

After study of this chapter you should be able to:

1. Define a prefix and explain how prefixes are used.

2. Identify and define some of the prefixes used in medical terminology.

3. Use prefixes to form words used in medical terminology.

Added to the front of a term

May add meaning such as:

below

location of organ  sub—

= one

mono—

number of parts

after

time (frequency) post— =

12
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s £ 5
c & E
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When written by itself, followed by a hyphen

Not all medical terms have a prefix
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Prefixes for Numbers
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Prefixes for colour

an
=

;\)A;;.g)aaa)s

c_;‘;d}:‘;z

15

(9] [75) (@)
- b— = = 5] (@)
=, S o c D > L U= c £
18 v— [ © o —_ 4=
e o 'n o o I =
= o) e > D 2 = — c = c o
o o o X < wn O .= O < = o =2 T S
s 5 2 |2 @ E |& 53 & 5 N 2 S = £ £ 2
< = c c = O < @
S = 5= |g =3 |e s 5 EB |83 & S E 3 &
= o - O S w« O o .2 = O B - — = <
= ©T S D S o B > o | £ ¢ 8 > v« & S 9 = - g
= 2 v o — o o m. S 8 & 9 m o £ 5 L 5 s © X
) 2= o E ° 2> o S 2 T = g c 2 8 ° 2 o £ ©
@] c «© D 2 = c o = & & © O © ® < S o 9
= O © = D D - = - 2
o 5 o S T E £ © k%) ) o ®© © ©O
S 2 > 8 ¢ 2% 8 5 3 s 2 B ¢
< 2 s = = % < 2
wn
=
[<5] )
c _ c = 2 7]
§=) o = & 2 : L2 @ o .
m - e e 1 ..m m B [7p] B ! .WJ o
© o =
o . — 1 P o [%2] 1 (%2} o [&] —
) = — Q o o o o c (@)
& = o = | - o c = |
© = = = = e — = IS | =
S = | o _ e o = <
x = = _ >
W @) Y Mw | — L _
o n L
S
A4
e L2
[¢B] c —_
= = O o > B S 3
cC —_ > D
G = o5 > e = =
QL = o O S T m o4
= O
(@) o o ! o
.m ~—~ ~~ ~ O ~~
o) = e = = —
S = o pem c =
— A =] o — (] e
= = = > P
o @) 5 o O L]

e ek e e ok A e ke ok e e ok e gk ok e e ke e e e sk e e ke e e e ke e e ok e ek sk e e ok e e ke ke e e ok e ek ke e e ok e e ke ke e e ok e ek ke e e ok e e ke ke e e ok e e ok ke e e ok e e ke ke e e ke ke ok ok ok e ok ke ke sk ok ok ek ke e ok ok ok ek ok ke ok ok ok ok e ok ok ok ok ke ke ke ok keok ok




xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Greenish
grey or
silvery

Glauc/o

Glaucoma

Glaw — ko - ma

Eye disease characterized
by an increase in

intraocular pressure

olaall a1

ol 6531

Leuk/o White

Leucorrhea

Lu— ko —re 'ah

White discharge from the

vagina

Alige i 3150
clian

we

Saffron
yellow

Luteo

Lutein

Loo—te-in

A lipochrome from the
corpus luteum, fat cells

and egg yolk

o sl (a2
al auall
oandl Jlia

Black,
dark

Melan/o

Melanoma

Mel 'ah — no - mah

A skin tumor containg

dark pigment

Poli/o Grey

Poliomyelitis

Po 'le o mi 'li - tis

An acute viral disease due
to attacking the grey

matter of the spinal cord

e Jlibl JL
pale (s
el 6 3l
S5l duall

Xanth/o ye||0W

Xanthochromia

Zan 'th — kro — me -
ah

Yellow discoloration of

skin or spinal fluid

Shalall ) jacal
Sl k)

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left

of each number:
1. melanocyte
2. xanthoma
3. cyanotic
4. erythroderma
5. leukemia

a. pertaining to bluish discoloration

b. redness of the skin

c. yellow raised area on the skin

d. cell that produces dark pigment
e. overgrowth of white blood cells
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Add a prefix to form the negative of each of the following words:

uncoordinated

9. coordinated

10. adequate
11. infect

12. permeable (capable of being penetrated)

Prefixes for
Positions, Directions and Time
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Meaning of Prefix

Prefix

Identify and define the prefix in each of the following words:

The term

1. perforate
2. adjacent
3. abnormal
4. diarrhea
5. transfer

Prefixes pertaining to Degree
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a. an irregularly shaped cell

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left
1. reflux

of each number:

b. pertaining to normal body temperature

2. orthodontic

3. pseudoreaction c. backward flow

d. false response

4. poikilocyte

5. normothermic e. pertaining to straight teeth

Identify and define the prefix in each of the following words:
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Write the opposite of each of the following words:

13. heterogeneous (composed of different materials)

14. macroscopic (visible with the naked eye)

Miscellaneous Prefixes
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Painful of difficult urination
The treatment of disease by
the internal or external use of
water
Growing worse; harmful,
tending to cause death
Producing pus
Abnormally rapid heart rate

28

Dysuria
Hydrotherapy
Malignant
Pyogenic

o—jen-i

Mah — lig 'nant
Pi’

Dis—u—re-ah
Hi 'dro — ther —a - pe
Tachycardia
Tak —e — kar — de - ah

Bad,
painful
Water

Bad

Pus

Fast
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